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voice of the people 


Adventist leader explains role 


Re An Adventist's Bankrupt 
Enjptre 

In your issue of May .'JO. your 
research job on the above subject 
was incomplete You make U ap¬ 
pear that I, as past president of the 
General Conference iof Seventh 
day Adventist*) received an ex 
orhitant rate of interest because I 
had invested $7,ono with Dr Rob¬ 
ert J. Davenport and a feu years 
later "was repaid nearly $32,000 

The same records your cor 
respondents used to reveal this 
half truth most surely have re¬ 
corded the fact that further subae 
quent loans brought the total of 
my personal investment to $18 

If your correspondent had taken 
the trouble to compute the above 
Information at IS percent with 

Social Security tax 

Your editorial "Facing Social So 
curity Squarely" Sept ft. was very 
informative and timely. Ye* aome 
Ihlnt! should be done But what’ 

You indicated that a single work 
er who reaches M this vear would 
pet bark hts lifetime contributions 
with accrued interest, in 3t» years 
Wnat about employer contribu¬ 
tions* At what rate of interest* 

Social Security Is the only pen 
don plan that I know of which Is 
fully exempt from Income taxes 
Federal and private employee pen 
sions are exempt only until em 
ployee contributions are returned 
— no interest t* considered MUi 
tary retirement pay i* aubject to 
income tax from inception since 
there was no employee contribu¬ 
tion The roncept is equitable Tax 
es were already paid on employee 
coturlbutlona. they had not been 
paid otherwise 1 believe that SS 
can be made viable simply by re¬ 
quiring income tax be paid on all 
SS payments after the employee 
contribution has been returned to 
the Individual Payment* beyond 
that would be considered normal 
personal Income subject to tax, at 
whatever rates an individual's to¬ 
tal Income would require The 
elderly who have little or no In 
come would pay according to the 
law The essence of this proposal is 
to tax those who can afford it and 
not ux those with minimal in¬ 
come. 

The tax on SS incomes would be 
returned to SS to keep the fund 
viable wiihout major change to 
existing rules. This would mean no 
reduction of payments to retirees 
and no Increase in retirement age 

It is beyond my belief that auch 
a proposal l* not being thoroughly 
studied My letters in Washington 
get gnhhledygonk responses; I can 
not associate the response with the 
letter il sent! 

Please help me call this to the 
attention of legislators and cur 
reni and future SS recipients. 
Thank you 

STANLEY J BENKOSM 
San Bernardino 

Lauds Highway Patrol 

I listened to an editorial com 
mentary broadcast on one of our 
local radio stations. KQLH It came 
across as an outrageous indict 
merit on the conduct of our High 
wav Patrol during the I'nuson Fes¬ 
tival here in Devore It likened the 
conduct of the officers who were 
responsible for traffic control to 
the storm troopers of Nazi Germa¬ 
ny 

To anyone who did not witness 
the absolutely outstanding Job 
thefte officers did under the most 
trying of circumstances, you are 
led to believe that thev were being 
paid off by the llnuson Corp to do 
nothing hut see to it that all bust 
nesses in the area would not be 
able to sell their ware* to the 
people who descended on their 
area 

As a resident of Devore who was 
Initially opposed to the festival. 1 
would like people to know just 
how fantastic the Highway Patrol 
was in carrying out Its assignment 
— Friday and Saturday was a very 
difficult time 

To me it was unbelievable that 
the number of cars, campers, and 
trailers were handled without inci¬ 
dent To watch these men and 
women working in temperatures 
of 108-108 degrees and still being 
polite and considerate was a won 
der to itself 

The Individual who voiced tboae 
statements during his diatribe 
would be well advised to check out 
the facts and discover the truth 
about what really happened dur 
tog the weekend To demand a 
Grand Jury investigation is as 
absurd as the yellow journalism 
that he espoused with thi» com 
pletely false and ndiucious com¬ 
mentary 

So. to all those dedicated law 
enforcement personnel who gave 
of ihetr tune and effort I would 
like to say thank you for a job 
well done 

BOB JOHNSON 
Devore 


million people 


compounded interoi as the re¬ 
cords surely revealed Ihere 
should he no problem in reaching 
the "under f.V,0M figure over a 
six year period from May 1871 to 
August 1877 Mv rate of interest 
was not higher than anyone else 
who Invested in Dr Davenport's 
"Capital Loan Account 

In making ihe loans I did to Dr 
Davenport | was not in any known 
conflict of interest It is true that I 
was a board member of the Chris¬ 
tian Record Braille Foundation at 
the time an official of the Institu¬ 
tion evidently made a loan to Dr 
Davenport this loan was made 
without the authorization or the 
knowledge of the board. 

1 learned of the transaction 
sometime after rny retirement and 
after my loan had been repaid 
Through the year* I have adhered 
strictly to the “conflict of interest'' 
policy of mv church I have never 
acrepted anv favors from Dr 
Davenport 

I declined to comment when 
your correspondent phoned be 
cause tt would not he appropriate 
for me. as a former world leader of 
the church, to make statements 
while my successors were attempt 
Ing to resolve the matter and liti¬ 
gation might result 

I do not concur in the least u ith 
your assessment that "the Adven 
tut empire" Is bankrupt" The 
Sevemh-dav Adventist church is 
still strong and vibrant It remains 
one of the faster grow ing churches 
In Christendom today It still car 
ties on Its wnrldw ide spiritual and 
philanthropic program that gave 
help to over 11 mlllk 
around the world last year 

Ang 30. 1M2. 

ROBERT H PIERSON 
Hendersonville. N.C. 

Little ayatollahs? 

Our nation was founded upon 
the principle of freedom, ex¬ 
pressed through our Constitution. 
We American* have enjoyed what 
other countries have not, freedom 
born from the blood and pens of 
our forefathers 

But now we are on the path 
toward losing lhai freedom Spe^ 
rial Interest groups threaten our 
American way by seeking to Im¬ 
pose their way of thinking on all of 
us Calling themselves workers for 
God, they, with President Reagan 
will erode our Constitution and 
our freedom if the proposed 
amendment on prayer in schools 
passes 

This action could lead our coun 
try to a church state system remi 
mscent of the Dark Ages If the 
religious intolerance of Europe of 
old does not sober your mind, look 
at Iran today Let s not let little 
Ayatollah Khomeinis running 
around in three^piece suits negate 
our freedom 

If godly parent* want their chil 
dren to pray let them pray with 
their children before they go to 
school 

lloo am a Christian Every morn 
uig I pray for our nation I pray 
that this amendment will not pass 
If it does, our nation will not have 
a prayer 

MICHAEL J. DIAMOND 
C.rand Terrace 

Balanced leadership 

The budget to this country is not 
all that is unbalanced There are 
things that need attention a lot 
worse than the balancing of the 
budget 

There needs to be a president 
and a Congress who are interested 
in all of the people 

For instance, the manufacturers 
of farm machinery have doubled 
or more the prices of farm machin¬ 
ery within a verv few years. The 
farmers who raise the food should 
be allowed to enjoy the same situ¬ 
ation The supermarkets are turn 
tng out millionaires by the dozens 
while the farmers are going 
bankrupt 

It is time that we get some people 
in Washington who will think 
about more than just taking one or 
two gimmicks and forgetting that 
they have a responsibility to some¬ 
one other than those with money 
to invert or those who happen to 
be on a lucrative paying job with 
the government What about the 
millions who are jobless’ What 
about the millions who are sick, 
the millions who are homeless and 
the millions who are too old to do 
anything* 

It is mostly the people in this last 
bunch that politicians are Jabbing 
■i for money to balance the 
budget We need to give people 
"ho are not already millionaire? 
thoae Jobe In Washington Maybe 
they would be able to see the 
plight of so many of our people 
W’hat we really need is a hal 
•need bunch of men in Washing 
ion to run things for us 

LOUS NEESE 
Smm Bernardino 
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Unemployed deserve compassion 


‘Fun’ doesn’t solve problems 


As a visitor to your lovely area, I 
have been again and again treated 
with friendliness and courtesy 

But when I took a friend of mine to 
the unemployment office, I was 
shocked at the callous treatment 
the unemployed received from the 
employed at the Redlands un¬ 
employment office. 

My friend had an appointment at 
9-30 a m for the purpose of show¬ 
ing that hts union cards were paid 
up to date and to give the un¬ 
employment office a list of con¬ 
tacts he had made in trying to 
obtain work This man is 50 years 
old. has never in his life prior 
hereto been out of work and finds 
the experience of being un¬ 
employed and on unemployment a 
shattering one 

He arrived promptly and found 
there was only one line, with 18 
people ahead of him. Only one 
employee was tending to that line 
and she was In training, with an 
other woman standing alongside 
to tell her what to do A half hour 
passed, with the line moving very 
slowly and the trainee took a 
break. 

During that period of waiting, 
other employees who were not 
tending to the watting un¬ 
employed cracked jokes with each 
other, and had a good deal of 
laughing going on. 

Finally, after 50 minutes of wait¬ 
ing. m.v friend was third from the 
front when the trainee returned 
and another woman also started 
receiving. I do not know why she 
land others, for that matter' hadn't 
been receiving the unemployed 
before that time Finally, after an 
hour, my friend finally got to the 
front of the line and In one minute 


related the Information the un¬ 
employment office needed to have 
in order to continue his unemploy¬ 
ment compensation. 

.As a counselor. I often treat peo 
pie who are unemployed It is one 
of the worst times in their lives, 
threatening their menial stability, 
tbelr family lives, and often toppl¬ 
ing their financial wellbeing. 

This experience is so earth-shat 
tering that the sense of loss is often 
like that suffered when there is a 
death In the family. Job esteem 
and self esteem are wrapped up in 
one for most people. Because there 
is no Income, they have probably 
already had to change the way 
tbev formerly lived. They have 
also lost friends and colleagues 
and have become isolated They 
don't know who they are anymore 
Many have not looked for a Job for 
30 years. 

1 would like to suggest that all of 
us. especially those who are em¬ 
ployed in the unemployment of 
fice, have more compassion for 
those who are out of work. 

Their attitude to me 9eemed to 
be one of contempt for those who 
are on the public dole. But it might 
pay them to remember that their 
paychecks also come out of the 
public dole, and In these days 
when Proposition 13 is taking 
more and more of a toll in Califor¬ 
nia. they could easily wind up on 
the other side of the counter I 
hope they do not need a first-hand 
experience of what It Is like to be 
unemployed In order to give a 
more prompt and courteous ser¬ 
vice to the unemployed 

MARJORIE RIDGEWAY 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


So It is your money, is it. Mr or 
Ms Raylynnmold* (Voice of tho 
People letter. Aug 28. concemine 
blocking off Sun Bernardino's E 
Strict to stop cruising' I was sorry 
to learn that you are one more 
.American for whom having "fun" 


Hoppe has his fans 

Art Hoppe, talented observer of 
contemporary mores, is without 
peer. He sting*, he explain*, he 
amuse*, often chides, but he does 
not stand aloof from his satires 
Indeed. I thought Adopt an old 
person' which offended some was 
quite compassionate, w hile show¬ 
ing the depth of our national pas¬ 
sion and need for animals that do 
not talk and can be disposed of 
legally and mercifully. 

Few columniats portray so clear¬ 
ly the effect on all ages of our 
citizenry the abrupt changes In 
custom* and economy As a very- 
old person. I find Hoppe de¬ 
lightful. 

ELIZABETH DE WOLF 
Redlands 


We were saddened by the letter 
from Mr and Mrs Clark to Voice 
of the People Aug 29 People w ho 
are so literal-minded should not 
read a satirist like Art Hoppe. No 
one in our household reads sports, 
classifieds, recipes. Dr Johnson, or 
stock market reports twe can't af 
ford stocks) We don t object be 
cause we realize some people en 
joy these Please may we keep Art 
Hoppe’ 

A couple of Moldy Oldies — 

MS. W BF.NIC and MR FEDOR 

BENIC 

Colton 


seems to be the number-one priori¬ 
ty In life. 

Do you realize at all what a sad 
condition the world is in today* It 
is to a sad condition partly because 
so many people, like you. must 
have their fun. or. to use broader 
terms, must do their own thing 
You say it ts your gas Others say. 
"It is my money!" A woman who 
was abusing her child said. " She's 
my kid!” In a high school 
classroom, a student who was 
marking up the desk where he sat 
said to the teacher. "It's my pen 
cil!" It is very difficult, it seems 
for all of us to learn that people 
who live in a civilized society can't 
always do what they want to do. 
even with their own property 
There are problems in the world 
today which threaten to put an 
end not only to your "fun" but also 
to the continued existence of life 
on this planet. Other problems 
threaten to limit our activities, to 
which case vour fun may be one of 
the first to go. 

It may be that you are able to 
contribute to the solution to these 
problems, but not while cruising 
on E Street or Market Street 
There you are contributing to the 
problems themselves, like air pol¬ 
lution. traffic congestion, the 
energy crisis, possibly to speed ton 
It violations, and perhaps one day 
to sudden death on the highwavs. 

HENRY HARDY 
Mosco) 
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